PREFACE

“Time is my matter, the present time, the present men, the present life.” (Andrade, 2012)
“Cambiar el mundo, amigo Sancho, que no es locura ni utopia. ..
18ino justicial”. (Cervantes, 2016)

Since my happy reunion in 2014, in Spain, with the Brazilian Social Work and its
current Ethical-Political Project, after two decades working in Granada/Spain as a social
worker and, later, as a professor at the University of Granada, I regulated my critical roots
born inside the School of Social Work of PUC/BH, which protagonized the “BH Method”,
as Academic and Professional Project.I studied in a conjuncture where they settled “[...] the
social and political bases of the country, with the reintegration of the classes movement
worked in the historical scene”, and 1 was lucky to enjoy in 1982 the launch of the book
“Social Relationships and Social Work in Brazil”,! authored by Marilda Villela lamamoto and
Raul de Carvalho, a work that meant for the profession “an influence in the appropriation of
Marx’s own legacy” and the “first moment of reconceptualization in Brazil, as expressed in
the project of the School of Social Work of Minas Gerais” (Bastistoni, 2019, p. 29)2The
Social Work in Brazil for more than four decades has been based in the agencies to promote
scientific research, with its internationally recognized post-graduate programs to bring Latin
Americans of different nationalities, Iberian and Aftrican, to pursue a Masters, PhD and post-
graduate degree highly qualified in their Public Universities.Brazil is one of the few countries
in which education is still free, and with emphasis on higher education, opposing it with an
important movement to defend secular, socially referenced universal, quality higher
education, carried out by the organizations of the professional category of social workers
CFESS/CRESS, ABEPSS and ENESSO, in articulation with the fronts and social
movements of defense of public education. This articulation among the three segments of
the professional category — moves — action and strategy unique in the expressions of the
profession at the world level — it is a source of strength, resistance and struggle in the many
battles that social workers face in their daily work.

In this process of approaches to the intellectual maturation of Social Work in Brazil,
I now have the grateful satisfaction of having in hand the current collection that reflects an
important collaborative-academic work: “Regressive policies and attacks on social rights in
Brazil: current dilemmas in a country of dependent capitalism”, organized by Larissa Dahmer
Pereira, Douglas Ribeiro Barboza and Tatiana Dahmer Pereira, through the Post-Graduate
Program in Social Work and Regional Development of the Fluminense Federal University
(PPGSSDR/UFF).

Its content comes into the understanding of the Brazilian socio-historical reality, its
contradictions and determinations, which give concreteness to the daily issues of the

professional work of the social worker, from the perspective of the social totality, where in
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the analysis the category work has ontological centrality. It is the result of two lines of
research intrinsically linked to each other: “Capitalist Development and Brazilian Social
Formation” and “Social Work, Public Policy and Vocational Training”, whose chapters are
presented in the Introduction.

The authors assume the “criticism” since Marx (2005, p. 147): “[...] not as an end in
itself, but as a means, where its particular way of feeling is indignation and denunciation? in
an international context of advancing education as a commodity, reactionary thinking, the
logic of instrumental reason, of the imperatives of capital over the labor force in times of
crisis of capital, under neoliberal doctrine. They carry out rigorous work of the “social issue”,
capturing contradictions and unveiling processes and forces from the movement of reality
that cross the demands and particularities of professional work and training in Social Work,
with a focus on Education and Social Assistance.

This collective work around dilemmas and challenges faced in the current
conjuncture by the Brazilian working class, in view of the “multiple expressions of the social
issue” (lamammoto, 1982), is contextualized in the scenario of implementation of regressive
social policies, moved by the neoliberal, fragilizing and expropriating social and labor rights.
It contributes to giving “a meaning to the reconstruction of a critical professional project”,
to the re-elaboration of “socio-professional responses capable of facing neoliberalism — as a
project of big capital, since professional projects are inseparable from the projects of society”
(Guerra, 2003, p. 12).

I write this preface during the second “olla” in Spain of the world pandemic
provoked by the new SARS—-COV-2 and the figures are nothing more than encouraging:
1,381,218 PCR (Polymerase Chain Reaction) positive cases with a total of 39,345 people
deceased. A harsh health situation that puts on the table the question of social classes in
Spain, concealed on the large neoliberal night initiated by Ronald Reagan and Margareth
Teacher, recalling the existence of a working class, essential for the maintenance and survival
of all others, as well as for the economic sustainability in this country (Navarro, 2020).

In this sense, the historian Virginia Fontes warns us that, in reality, the current
economic crisis “erupts by this health trigger (the new coronavirus), which means that a
strong capitalist crisis was already foreseen since the 1990’s, with capital being the driver of a
‘crisis superposition’, the most responsible; surely there will come a period of intense social
struggles, which will enable a great crisis of capital to occur from the capitalist crisis”
(conference —/ve held in the virtual house Boitempo on July 3, 2020).

This publication also contextualizes at a historical moment when Joe Biden is
elected as the 46 President of the United States, becoming the greatest representative of the
imperialism of the neoliberal era, at the same time that Donald Trump’s defeat implies a
process of weakening the American political and media ultra-right wing. The massive vote
was decisive of the working class, the service sector, the black movement — with
ethnic/racist identities — and the mobilization of women, enabling the election of Kamala
Harris, the first woman in office and vice-president in this country.

In Latin America, in the political scene of recent months, democratic forces seem to
gain momentum: the historic vote on the plebiscite in Chile, when the population decides on
a new constitution, leaving behind the Constitution of the Age of Augusto Pinochet; the
election of the candidate of the Movement for Socialism (MAS) Luis Arce, in Bolivia, a year
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after the coup d'état and the exile of Evo Morales. An anti-imperialist popular offensive
expands as an international response to the drastic deterioration of working class living
conditions: international platforms and organizations, among them, the Movement of
Landless Rural Workers, the World March of Women, an initiative such as the holding of
international weeks of Anti-imperialist fights, with a significant participation of trade unions,
rural confederations, popular organizations of indigenous peoples, etc. We could add many
other massive mobilizations, strikes, demonstrations and actions on social networks,
denouncing from different conjunctures the imperialist aggressions to the working class.
In these hard and singular times with new scenarios and contradictions, I encourage social
workers, committed to the human emancipation of working populations, to enter into the
inescapable analytical-critical dialog that this book offers. Its reading strengthens the
profession in the resistance and struggle to the ultraliberal political of Bolsonaro’s far-right
government, which denies science, destroys the environment and strengthens the hegemony
of agribusiness, intensifies the exploitation of the traditional peoples’ lands, criminalizes
social movements, attacks public higher education and social assistance policy.

I would like to express my thanks here for the invitation to preface this work and
congratulate the organizers and authors for this invaluable contribution, wishing that the
book raises new critical debates that strengthen the defense of the ethical-political project of

the Social Work profession in Brazil, enabling its interlocution at the international level.
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