PRESENTATION

The book presented is the result of the research developed under the Post-Graduate
Program in Social Work and Regional Development of the Fluminense Federal University
(PPGSSDR/UFF), which involve professors who make up their membership of accredited
students, graduates, and researchers from institutions such as Osvaldo Cruz Foundation
(FIOCRUZ), Federal University of Latin American Integration (UNILA), State University of
Rio de Janeiro (UER]), Federal University of Rio de Janeiro (UFR]), Federal University of
Sao Catlos (UFSCAR) and University of Brasilia (UnB), which have articulation with the
Research Centers belonging to the Program .

Created in 2012, the PPGSSDR/UFF aims to foster studies on topics necessary for
the area of Social Work, whose discussion axes address the critical debate on “development”
in capitalism, the particularities of Brazilian social formation, the action of the State in
relation to social classes, considering the aspects of class, race/ethnicity and gender, the
Brazilian public policies and, finally, the crossing of such dynamics at work and in the form
of the Brazilian Social Service.

Although relatively new, the Program has become a reference for Social Work
professionals and related areas, who seek a solid intellectual formation, both for the
academic career and for the permanent qualification and performance in the various spaces
of action of social workers. The social insertion of PPGSSDR in the state of Rio de Janeiro
is significant, since the ongoing research — integrated with other institutions and with
participation of professors in Research Centers of UFR], UER], PUC and UNIRIO and,
also, outside the state of Rio de Janeiro — they deal with themes that aim to contribute to the
critical and positive analysis of public policies and the work of social workers, both at the
regional level and also at the national level.

The teaching and student team of the Program disseminates the partial and/or final
results of the research through technical activities, such as advice, lectures, courses external
to the UFF, technical reports and opinions and, also, bibliographical production. The present
book is therefore one of the means of dissemination of Intellectual production of our
Program, in intense articulation with researchers from other educational and research
institutions.

The collection is organized in two parts: the first is linked to the results of
investigations developed under the first research, entitled “Capitalist Development and
Brazilian Social Formation”. This line turns to the analysis of the macrosocial
transformations arising from the “globalization of capital”, the productive restructuring and
the financialization of the economy and its particular incidences in the resizing of the
development of Latin American nations and the deepening of regional heterogeneity. In this
line studies are concentrated that, in light of the contributions of important authors of
Brazilian and Latin-American social thought, seek to analyze the main dilemmas faced by
Brazilian society in terms of political culture, dimensions of work, gender, race/ethnicity,
different forms of violence, the urban and rural issue, respecting the perspective of the whole
analysis.

Opening the first part of the collection, we have the chapter of Professors Ricardo

Antunes, Marco Aurélio Santana and Professor Luci Praun, who review the process of



construction and deconstruction of labor rights in Brazil, critically addressing the actions
developed from the Lula’s and Dilma’s governments to the present moment, of
ultraliberalism and destruction of the little that had been conquered.

In chapter 2, the researchers Adrianyce A. Silva de Sousa, Leticia Batista da Silva and
Ellen Soares Marinho, the Program’s egress, entitled “The totality and the historical-social
actuality of criticism of post-structuralist and post-modern thoughts,” seck, from classical
thinkers of the Marxist tradition, to problematize some limitations of the irrational and
relativistic thoughts that promote a distortion of social reality and fulfill the function of
fragmentation of social struggles.

The third chapter, “Conservative ballast and dependent capitalism: a present filled
with past”, by Ana Cristina Oliveira de Oliveira and Roberta Traspadini, aims, based on a
literature review, to highlight the ultraconservative ballast in Brazil, legitimized by the far-
right wing in the country, and the intensification of the hegemonic bloc, that has been
strengthening and feeding the conservationist, in confrontation with the Constitutional
Charter of 1988.

Then, in chapter 4, we have the work of professor Marcela Sores, together with the
graduates Bruna Cabral and Samara Franco, with the title “Take refuge to survive:
expropriations of rights”, which addresses the issue of refuge as a result of imperialism,
deepening in the last 30 years. The authors also problematize the responses presented to the
conditions of refugees, as well as the social assistance policy.

Chapter 5, “Agribusiness hegemony and acceleration of agrarian counter-form: The
policies of the Bolsonaro government for the field”, by Dayse Matia da Silva Caciano de
Oliveira (program graduate), Douglas Ribeiro Barboza and Paulo Roberto Raposo
Alentejano, analyzes the current hegemony of the agribusiness as an enabler of problems
historically present in the rural environment. The work questions this model of capitalist
development in agriculture and indicates complex challenges to social movements in the
struggle for land and agrarian reform within Brazilian society.

Closing the works related to the research line “Capitalist Development and Brazilian
Social Formation”, we have the 6% chapter entitled “Urban issue and public security in Maré
slum”, authored by the Professors Eblin Farage, Francine Helfreich, Miriam Guindani and
the graduate Camila Barros. The chapter discusses the debate on the urban issue, with
emphasis on how state violence manifests itself on the population living in the slums, from
the study on the reality of Maré slum, one of the largest slums in Brazil, located in Rio de
Janeiro.

The second part of the collection brings results of investigations that are included in
the research line “Social Work, Public Policies and Professional Training”, which turns to the
study of the relationship between Public Policies and Social Services. To this end, it deals
with the deepening of the movement of refunctionalization of the role and the classical
functions of the State and its developments in the field of public, economic and social
policies, whose repercussions directly affect the enhancement of the issue of poverty and
social inequality in Brazil, consideting the appropriate regional particularities. In this line,
studies are nucleated on the empirical results of these transformations in professional
intervention, focusing on the multiple expressions of the “social issue” and their respective

forms of confrontation, with special attention to the contradictions in the field of Education
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and Social Assistance, from the changes imposed by the last governments that elected
themselves in the country.

In chapter 7, we were saluted with the study of Professor Valdemar Sguissardi,
invited to participate in the present collection and that, with his studies, was very much
involved in the research developed under the Program. Professor Valdemar’s text
problematizes the profound Brazilian inequality which is expressed in the field of Education,
especially considering the ultra-liberal times experienced in the country in the present time.

The 8" chapter, “Heritage Fund and precatiousness of the public university: the
capital agenda for Brazilian higher education”, written by the students Janaina Duarte and
Katia Lima and graduates of the Program, Livia Prestes and Viviane de Queiroz,
problematizes the main structuring elements of higher education in a country marked by its
dependent capitalist insertion in the world economy. Then, they analyze the post-2016
Brazilian higher education, focusing on the precariousness of training and working
conditions in the Federal Higher Education Institutions.

In the next chapter, Professor Larissa Dahmer Pereira, co-authored with two
graduates, Andreza Telles dos Santos Ferreira and Vanessa Martins Oliveira, analyzes the
correlation between expansion of Brazilian higher education, change in the student profile of
the Federal Institutions of Higher Education and, finally, they present a study related to
Student Assistance in the particularity of UFF.

Chapter 10, authored by the professor Kénia Miranda and the graduate Atrlene
Trindade, entitled “Student assistance and professional education in Brazil: the training for
the market and the National Student Assistance Program in the governments of PT”,
presents a critical reflection on the expansion project of the Federal Network of Professional
and Technological Education (RFEPCT) and the implementation of the National Student
Assistance Program (PNAES).

Closing the collection, we have the 11" chapter, “Social assistance and
conservatism: dilemmas and resistance of the professional exercise of social workers before
the COVID-19 pandemic”, by Ana Paula Cardoso (graduate), Ana Paula Mauriel and
Mossicleia Mendes da Silva. The text provides an initial assessment of the professional
exercise of social workers of social assistance policy in the state of Rio de Janeiro, in the
context of the COVID-19 pandemic.

We appreciate the participation of all involved, particularly to our graduates, who
have contributed their research to the development of the Program. To researchers outside
the UFF, who maintain rich dialog with our Program.

A special thanks to professors Ricardo Antunes, Marco Aurélio Santana and to
professor Luci Praun, who, when addressing the “construction and deconstruction of work
in Brazil”, contributed with a text that brings them fundamental to a more accurate analysis
of the limits and possibilities of advancement and construction of a minimally democratic
society, in a dependent capitalist country like ours, in the current (and barbaric) phase of the
capitalism. To Professor Valdemar Sguissardi, who gave us a sophisticated text on Brazilian
educational inequality and that allows us, in the following texts, a greater understanding of
how Brazilian structural inequality reverses to the different educational levels.

To the social worker and researcher of the University of Granada/Spain, Rosana

Matos — Silveira, who wrote us a careful preface for the current collection.
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To André Dahmer, for his kindness in giving us the cartoon of the cover and that
tells us a lot about the regressive rights and times of barbarism.

To the Postgraduate Support Program (PROAP), linked to the Foundation for the
Coordination of Improvement of Higher Education Personnel (CAPES), for the support
that made the translation of this book possible.

To the Catlos Chagas Filho Foundation for Research Support in the State of Rio de
Janeiro (FAPERY]), which, through support for the Program, made the book possible.

Finally, we would like to thank Professor Tatiana Dahmer Pereira, who participated
in organizing the book, helping us with the careful reading of the English version.

We would like to record the collective effort for the production of the collection,
especially considering the gloomy period expetienced by all, the COVID-19 pandemic, the
deep health crisis and in all aspects of social life, with death, in Brazil, until December 2020.
of almost 200 (two hundred) thousand people, whom we honor in this work®.

To a context of deep negationism related to Science and of and front attack to the
critical knowledge produced in the field of Applied Social and Human Sciences, we respond
with the accumulation of resistances, both through daily struggles in various spaces, as for
the production of knowledge and training of professionals — social workers, professors and
researchers — critical, qualified and committed to a profound and real democratization of
society, which is equivalent to questioning the order and the country of capitalist

development and sociability in force.

Niterd6i, December 30, 2020.
Larissa Dabmer Pereira and Donglas Ribeiro Barboza
(Organizers of the Collection).

4 We maintained the presentation with the date of 2020. However, it is worth noting that, by March 2023, there
had been a count of more than 700 thousand deaths, due to the Coronavirus.

12



